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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees of 

the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, November 7, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via 
video conference. 
 
  Present:  Mayor Gina D. Picinich  
     Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun      

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi 
Trustee Karine P. Patiño  

 
        Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 
     Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 
 

 Absent:   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 
 

 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of Trustees 

Meeting Agenda 
6:20 Interview – ARB- James Vallejos 

6:40 Interview- ARB- Thomas O’Connor 
 

Monday November 7, 2022 
7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 
Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 
Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605 

 
 Mayor Picinich opened the meeting and asked everyone to join her in the pledge of 
allegiance.   

 
Public Hearing – Community Solar 

 
Mayor Picinich began by saying that this public hearing is with reference to changes 

to Chapter 100 of the Village Code to allow an opt in community solar program that is 
facilitated by Sustainable Westchester.  This community solar program provides credit on 
the purchase of energy, which provides a modest reduction in the cost of the purchase of 
energy.  Energy customers who are identified as lower income would be the first group to 
be automatically enrolled in this program.  As more community solar credits become 
available, the program would then expand to other energy customers.  The Trustees wanted 
to emphasize the fact that the reduction in energy cost is small, however, there was 
agreement amongst the majority that we would move forward with the public hearing in 
order to seek additional feedback from the community if we should move forward with this 
program with Sustainable Westchester.  Sustainable Westchester is our Community 
Aggregator for purchasing energy and it is an opt out program; everyone in the community 
is automatically part of the program through Sustainable Westchester and Westchester 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605
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Power.  Residents have the opportunity to opt out at no cost at any time.  She opened it up 
for comments.  

 
Mayor Picinich asked the Village Manager if there were any written comments 

received by his office.  There have not been.  She then went on to say that this is the 
second meeting at which this hearing has been open and we have not received any 
comments and there does not seem to be any comments this evening.  Mayor Picinich asked 
the Board how they would like to proceed at this time.  

 
Trustee Bianchi stated that she would prefer to leave it open for written comment.   
 
Deputy Mayor Abzun stated that she thinks they should close the hearing so they can 

get the process going because part of the question is, in order for the aggregation, it’s not 
just our Village, but many other municipalities and they can’t get it started until everyone 
signs on to get the pricing.  Her fear is that if we continue to wait then there is the issue of 
us holding back other municipalities as well as our own.  

 
Mr. Brancati noted that what Sustainable Westchester has done in the past is that 

they have gotten to the point where they have to move forward so they go with those who 
have adopted and agreed to be a part of the program and go with that group however big 
or small it may be.  He also stated that what we have typically done is schedule a public 
hearing, have it open, if it’s open just the one night and there is no comment we close it, 
leave it open for written comment for ten (10) days, and adopt it at the next meeting.  This 
is a little different, we scheduled the public hearing, held it open at the last meeting, and 
kept it open at this meeting with no comment at either meeting.  He didn’t think it would be 
out of line to simply close the public hearing given that it was open for two meetings, and 
take action this evening if you so choose.  You can however, leave it open for written 
comment for ten (10) days which would put us into the next meeting.   

 
Mayor Picinich recalled that the last meeting they had with Sustainable Westchester 

was that once communities voted to adopt these changes, they were going to start working 
with those communities.  So what that meant is there is a limited amount of solar credits 
available, they were starting in each of those communities to find those of lower income, 
and getting them registered in the program.  So the sooner we adopt the sooner they can 
begin working with our community.   

 
Trustee Patiño stated that she would adopt it, move forward with it, and would 

encourage anyone who watches these meetings and has opinions to remember that we do 
hold these opportunities open for public comment.  We listen and work with comments from 
the public.  We can’t work with comments on the next-door app or things that we see here 
and there.  We can only work with what is formally stated here and we do have this 
opportunity and she hopes they will receive more input from the community through this 
venue; otherwise, we have given it time and we do not want to miss out on this 
opportunity.  So I would consider moving forward with this.  

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 

close the public hearing on Community Solar; all in favor: 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting November 7, 2022 3 

 

 

 
Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Nay  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 
 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 
adopt the proposed local law #3 to amend Chapter 100; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 
 

Public Hearing – Sign Code 
 
 Mayor Picinich began by saying that this second public hearing is regarding a change 
to our sign code.  We began by focusing on allowing portable signs such as A-frame signs to 
be permitted in specific business districts.  We made this change specifically because 
businesses had said that they felt that these signs are important in order to promote their 
businesses and specials.  We worked diligently to look at other code from different 
communities to see how we can accommodate this within our own sign code.  While we 
were in there, we made other changes as well.  Some of the other changes were expanding 
options for design criteria and not limiting folks to five colors and allowing a much broader 
number of colors, but also taking a look at signs in the public right-of-way and where and 
how people place signs in those right-of-ways.  We have identified three areas in the 
Village, which list will be kept by the Building Department; seven (7) days before an event 
that happens in Mount Kisco, that is community focused; signs can be placed in these three 
specific locations.  That includes all signs in the public right-of-way, including political signs; 
we can’t have different rules for different signs based on content and so these changes are 
also incorporated to the modifications to the sign code.  We’ve worked with the Building 
Department and others to make these changes.  She opened it up for public comment at 
this time.  She also made mention that a conversation needs to happen amongst the Board 
in regards to the documents that Mr. Singleton provided to indemnify the Village.  When 
signs are placed in front of a storefront, they are in the public right-of-way, so we as a 
Village need to be indemnified and released of responsibility for those signs being placed in 
the public right-of-way.  We need that signed by the business owner so that the Village 
doesn’t have any liability for allowing those signs.  The other thing is the insurance 
requirements under this notion that the Village is not responsible for any liability for 
permitting these signs.   
 
 Mr. Singleton stated that it is easy for a business to indemnify the Village, but that 
does not necessarily mean they have the assets to back it, which is why he suggested 
insurance.  Like the Mayor said, it can be a difficult task to put a sandwich board up in front 
of your business to go to your insurance agent to get a certificate of insurance.  He is less 
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concerned about the dollar amount, but more if there is slip and fall or some slight injury 
there that the Village is not held financially responsible.   
 
 Mayor Picinich reminded residents that the Board just had a homeowner go through 
this process for a lending library on the Village right-of-way.   
 
 Mr. Brancati wanted to update the Board on the agreement that was executed on the 
lending library.  The indemnification agreement and providing us with a certificate of 
insurance naming the Village as an additionally insured, as we do anytime someone wants 
to use Village property or the right-of-way, is common and has been our practice and 
should continue to be our practice.   
 
 Deputy Mayor Abzun asked what the insurance limits would be, what would make 
sense; that way we can start to think about that and the public can have that information.  
 
 Mr. Singleton noted that he can give the Board numbers, but it would be consistent 
with what the landlord requires of them.  He is not sure what the underlying requirements 
of their leases are, but he is sure there is a liability policy and those are rarely less than $1 
million.  You can certainly say in an amount not to be less than “x” amount and the Village 
can be named additionally insured on their policy.  
 
 Mayor Picinich stated that she has no knowledge in this area so she needs guidance 
from the Village Attorney and Village Manager to make a recommendation to what would be 
fair and appropriate; again, our objective is not to make this a barrier to entry.  
 
 Mr. Brancati said that to the Village Attorney’s point, what they provide to their 
landlord, if they are not the property owner, will probably be more than enough in this 
instance.  If it is the property owner themselves that own the business, that’s fine, but 
whether it is a tenant or property owner business, the property owner is the one who is 
ultimately responsible anyway.  
 
 Mr. Singleton stated that he will come back with a recommendation to the Board on 
this matter.  
 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun to 
leave this public hearing open until the next meeting on November 21, 2022; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

Update – Legislator Erika Pierce 
 

 Legislator Erika Pierce began by saying that she is in Mount Kisco a lot because if you 
live in this area, it’s the only place to get good food.  She continued on to say that she is 
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grateful to have been serving District 2 for almost a year now and wanted to share some 
information from the County level.  Legislator Pierce continued on to name the different 
Committees that she is currently sitting on as well as making note that her office has 
assisted non-profits and residents in Mount Kisco with utility bills as well as many other 
issues facing our community.  Legislator Pierce noted that a lot of information gets shared 
through their e-newsletter and encouraged all to join that list.  She continued on to say that 
financial health of the County is in a good place with a AA bond rating and the County will 
not be raising taxes this year again.   Legislator Pierce noted that the County has been able 
to offer some funding to non-profits in the area including the Mount Kisco Arts Council and 
other funding for some of the first responders.  Knowing the hardships families are facing, 
the County made the Bee Line Bus System free to assist as well as having a gas tax free 
holiday season.  She continued on to name some other programs that would be able to offer 
financial assistance for those who might be interested.  Legislator Pierce also noted new tax 
credits for seniors and advised residents to come to Village Hall to speak to the Assessor’s 
office to make sure they take advantage of these credits.  She went on to say the County 
continues to improve public safety and all the different ways they are assisting first 
responders get resources as well as assisting with providing mental health services.  
 
 Deputy Mayor Abzun and Trustee Patiño expressed gratitude for her work with the 
mental health crisis team and the youth board; it shows her dedication to working with our 
Village.  
 

1) Communications: 
a. Request – American Legion – Veterans Day Ceremony – Friday, November 11, 

2022 
 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 
approve the request from the American Legion to hold their ceremony on November 11th at 
11:00 a.m.; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

b. Request – Chamber of Commerce – Holiday 2022 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun to 
approve the request from the Chamber of Commerce to hold their holiday events including 
the Tree Lighting on Friday, December 2, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
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c. Request – Knights of Columbus – Holiday Crèche 2022 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to allow 
the crèche to be placed next to the Library; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Nay 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

d. Request – Mount Kisco Hebrew Congregation – Menorah Lighting – Sunday, 
December 18, 2022 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 

approve the request to hold the Menorah Lighting on Sunday, December 18, 2022; all in 
favor: 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Nay 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

e. Thank you Letter – Re: Community Resource Office  
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2) Petitions:  

 
3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

a. Flower Basket Award – Beautification Committee  
 

Joan Stewart, Chair of the Beautification Committee, along with other committee 
members gave the Flower Basket Award to Michelle Consentino of Michael’s Garden Gate 
Nursery for all her work in the community.  

 
Ms. Consentino thanked the Beautification Committee for their recognition.  She is 

grateful for being able to serve the community and keep her family legacy alive in Mount 
Kisco.  

 
Mayor Picinich also wanted to let the residents know that Michael’s Garden Gate 

Nursery is always providing beauty and expertise to the Village, the adopt-an-area 
locations, the pots in front of Village Hall, the War Memorial, and other areas throughout the 
Village.  
 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 
a. Voting Information 
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Mr. Brancati shared the following information: 
 

 
b. Mobile Shredder 

 
Mr. Brancati advised residents that the mobile shredder would be at the Fox Senior 

Center on Tuesday, November 15, 2022 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Residents are 
permitted to bring four (4) bags or boxes for disposal.  

  
c. Leaf collection 

 
Mr. Brancati advised of the following: 
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d. Change in collection schedule for Veterans Day 

 
Mr. Brancati announced the following: 
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5) Board Reports: 
 

Deputy Mayor Abzun began by saying that the Arts Council opened their Hidden 
Treasures exhibit and invites everyone to go and visit the work.  She continued on to say 
that the Arts Council will be hosting the Fox Reads finale in the Community Room at the 
library.  All members of the community are encouraged to attend.  Deputy Mayor Abzun 
went on to say that she enjoyed her breakfast with the Mount Kisco Elementary School.  
She also reminded and encouraged residents to cast their votes and that ballots are in both 
languages to help with those who might benefit from that option.  Deputy Mayor Abzun also 
made mention of the utility work being done in the Village and encourages residents to 
drive slow in those areas; practice patience and safety please.  She went on to say that the 
Emergency Shelter Partnership is opening up for the season for residents who require 
emergency shelter.  They are currently seeking volunteers and donations to be able to 
continue their work in the community.  Deputy Mayor Abzun ended by thanking 
Superintendent of Recreation Kyle Thornton for his efforts to clean the Maple Avenue 
playground to allow the community to use this space again.  
 

Trustee Bianchi began by reminding residents that it is currently Hudson Valley 
Restaurant week for those who may want to try a new place to eat with this great event.   
 

Trustee Patiño began by thanking those in the room and at home for tuning into the 
meeting.  She continued by thanking the Cuenca Sister Cities Corp. for their invitation to a 
Flag Raising ceremony.  It is a beautiful area in Ecuador, that my parents happen to be 
from, and I was honored to be a part of this event.  Trustee Patiño stated that she also 
attended a meeting between elected officials and business owners in Peekskill, which helped 
her to understand the challenges and opportunities in a similarly situated community.  It is 
the hope to create meaningful relationships to bring to the Hispanic business owners here in 
Mount Kisco.  Trustee Patiño also mentioned another networking event, whose director has 
committed to working with Mount Kisco to help bring resources and networks for business 
owners as well as business related initiatives.  She also congratulated the runners of the 
New York City Marathon, which included a father/daughter team as well as other residents 
from Mount Kisco.  Trustee Patiño also thanked those who are involved in the Crisis 
Response Team and their roles on finding ways to help and bring resources to the 
community.  She invited residents to join a Board to be involved in the community.   
 

Mayor Picinich began by speaking about Election Day and the different positions 
residents would be voting for including the two local propositions regarding LOSAP for our 
first responders.  Mayor Picinich congratulated the Rotary for their Pancake Breakfast.  She 
also thanked those who were in attendance for the ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
volleyball and bocce ball courts.  She also spoke about her tour of Indian Point with the 
Westchester Municipal Officials Association where they learned about the decommissioning 
of the site and procedures they have in place for the safety of residents.  Mayor Picinich 
invited residents to join the Board and others for the Veterans Ceremony on the 11th.   
 

6) Old Business: 
a. Update from CRO Ramirez 

 
Officer Ramirez thanked the Board for allowing him to provide an update to the 

Board and thanked the Board as well as Village Hall in working collaboratively on all 
aspects.  He reported that the community policing campaign of “It Takes a Village” is in full 
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effect and is the model for other communities throughout the County as well as the 
Country.  He assured residents that there is a team effort with the County Police 
Department and Village Officials continuing to work closely with community agencies to 
effect change.   He continued on to say that compliance checks and other code violations 
will continue throughout the Village, and officers continue to have a presence downtown by 
conducting foot patrols daily.  Officer Ramirez continued to report on the different events 
conducted by the department including “Coffee with a Cop” and “Cops and Cones” in efforts 
to be visible in the community and enhance community relationships.  He hopes to continue 
these events and others to continue to build a good rapport with the community.  Officer 
Ramirez continues to look to the community to help identify concerns to better serve the 
Village.  

  
Deputy Mayor Abzun and Trustee Patiño expressed gratitude to Officer Ramirez for 

his work and for working so closely with them to make this program a successful one.  
 

b. Renaming Holiday Inn Drive 
 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that recently the Board reached out to residents for 
ideas on names to rename what is now known as Holiday Inn Drive.  There will be a form to 
vote online via our website on the final candidates.  This voting will continue until the end of 
the year and they will announce the new name in the New Year.  

 
7) New Business: 

a. Presentation of proposed code amendment 
 
Peter J. Miley, Building Inspector, presented the following: 
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i. Schedule Public Hearing to amend Chapter 51 of Village Code 

 
The Board of Trustees set a work session with the Building Inspector to review 

these changes in detail on Tuesday, November 29, 2022 at 5:30 p.m.  
 

b. Board Appointment- Leon Fendley- LPC 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Abzun to appoint Leon Fendley to the Leonard Park Committee for a five-year term; 
all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

c. Tax Cert - 37-41 Columbus Avenue 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Abzun to approve the following: 
 
WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging real 
property tax assessments on the Town and Village assessment rolls with respect to 
the following parcels: 
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Property Owner  Tax Designation  Years 
 
37-41 Columbus Ave LLC 80.48-1-1 & 2   2018 to 2022    
        (Village only) 
                    
WHEREAS, petitioner’s court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, 
Westchester County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 
resolution; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is 
authorized to execute a settlement on behalf of the Town for assessments for no less 
than the following: 
 
Village Proceedings: 
 
Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement:  Reduction: 
 
2018   $139,700 $112,050   $27,650 
2019   $139,700 $108,803   $30,897 
2020   $139,700 $104,300   $35,400 
2021   $139,700 $106,590   $33,110 
2022   $139,700 $109,910   $29,790 
 
 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 
 

d. Tax Cert - 332-344 Main Street 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Abzun to approve the following: 
 
WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging real 
property tax assessments on the Town and Village assessment rolls with respect to 
the following parcels: 
 
Property Owner  Tax Designation  Years 
 
Alpha Trimar LLC 80.41-3-11 & 12  2017 to 2022    
        (Town and Village) 
                    
WHEREAS, petitioner’s court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, 
Westchester County; and 
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WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 
resolution; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is 
authorized to execute a settlement on behalf of the Town for assessments for no less 
than the following: 
 
Village Proceedings: 
 
Lot 11 
 
Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement:  Reduction: 
 
2017   $85,000 $61,650   $23,350 
2018   $85,000 $62,250   $22,750 
2019   $85,000 $59,025   $25,975 
2020   $85,000 $57,365   $27,635 
2021   $85,000 $57,596   $27,404 
2022   $85,000 $58,366   $26,634 
 
Lot 12 
 
2017   $382,000 $312,360   $69,640 
2018   $382,000 $315,400   $66,600 
2019   $382,000 $299,060   $82,940 
2020   $382,000 $298,000   $84,000 
2021   $382,000 $299,200   $82,800 
2022   $382,000 $303,200   $78,800 
 
 
Town Proceedings: 
 
Lot 11 
 
Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement:  Reduction: 
 
2017   $140,000 $129,375   $10,625 
2018   $140,000 $122,025   $17,975 
2019   $140,000 $117,600   $22,400 
2020   $140,000 $121,506   $18,494 
2021   $140,000 $123,200   $16,800 
2022   $140,000 $116,116   $23,884 
 
Lot 12 
 
2017-2022  $575,000 No reductions 
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 All in favor: 
Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

e. Resolution to form Emergency Management Committee 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to adopt 
the following: 

 
The Village/Town of Mount Kisco hereby creates a committee hereinafter known as 
the Village/Town of Mount Kisco Emergency Management Committee (the 
“Committee”). 
 
Membership: 
The Committee shall consist of the Mayor, one (1) Trustee, Village Manager, the 
Assistant Village Manager, General Foreman of the Mount Kisco Department of Public 
Works, the Chief of the Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire Department or their designee, the 
officer in charge of the Westchester County Department of Public Safety - Mount 
Kisco Precinct or their designee, Captain of the Mount Kisco Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps or their designee, a representative from Westchester Emergency Medical 
Services (WEMS), the Superintendent of the Mount Kisco Recreation Department, 
and one (1) resident of the Village that is not also one of the previously stated roles. 
Ad Hoc members may be added to the Committee by vote of a majority of members 
of the Committee. Committee members may, from time to time, be encouraged to 
complete training, and continuing education programs, which properly further the 
function of the Committee. 
 
Terms: 
The terms of members shall run concurrently with their election or appointment 
to their qualifying title above, or their designation as stated above. 
 
Chairperson: 
The Chairperson shall be the Emergency Manager for the Village/Town of Mount 
Kisco. The Emergency Manager shall be the Village Manager or their designee. All 
meetings of the Committee shall be held at the call of the Chairperson and at such 
other times as the Committee may determine.  Such Chairperson shall preside at all 
meetings of the Committee unless absent, in which event the Committee shall 
choose a member to preside at said meeting. 
 
Meetings: 
Meetings shall be conducted on a regular basis and open to the public. Notice of the 
time, place, and location of such meetings shall be duly published in accordance with 
the laws of the State of New York. A simple majority of the current members of the 
Committee shall constitute a quorum and be necessary to transact business, vote, 
and make any recommendations to the Village Board for necessary actions. Minutes 
of the meeting shall be kept and maintained by the Committee. 
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Purpose: 
The purpose of the Committee is to ensure that all measures are taken to preserve 
and protect the lives and property of all residents and property owners within the 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco before, during, and after an emergency, and that the 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco achieves, maintains, and wherever possible exceeds 
compliance with all federal and state requirements and regulations regarding 
emergency management. 
 
Function: 
The Committee shall be responsible for the following tasks assigned to it through the 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan: 
 

• create, maintain, and update the Village/Town of Mount Kisco Comprehensive 
Emergency Management Plan; 

• promote and ensure the participation of all village agencies in risk reduction 
activities; 

• coordinate with the Westchester County Office of Emergency Management to 
identify potential hazards in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco; determine the 
probable impact each of those hazards could have on people; delineate the 
geographic areas affected by potential hazards, plot them on maps, and designate 
them as hazard areas; 

• meet annually to identify specific hazard reduction and mitigation actions that could 
be taken for those hazards determined by the hazard analysis to be most significant 
in an effort to minimize or eliminate the impact of any such hazard on the people 
and infrastructure of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco; and further for each hazard 
reduction or mitigation action identified, the following information is to be included 
by the Committee: 

a) a description of the action 
b) a statement on the technical feasibility of the action 
c) the estimated cost of the action 
d) the expected benefits of the action and the estimated monetary value of 

each benefit 
e) an estimate of the level of community support for each action; 

 
• consolidate hazard reductions or mitigation actions identified into a Risk Reduction 

Report that will prioritize and make recommendations concerning the identified 
actions; and the report shall be used by the Town to obtain funding for 
recommended programs; 

• periodic assessment of the Village’s capability to manage the emergencies that 
could be caused by the hazards identified in the Village is a critical part of Risk 
Reduction and as a result the Committee will, on an annual basis, assess the 
Village’s current capability for dealing with those significant hazards that have been 
identified and analyzed, including but not limited to: 

 
a) the likely time of onset of the hazard 
b) the preparedness level for the impacted area 
c) the existence of effective warning systems 
d) the means to respond to anticipated casualties and damage; 
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• utilize the expertise of Westchester County Office of Emergency Management 
(WCOEM) to assist in their risk reduction assessment, and have them conduct 
table-top exercises based upon specific hazards and hazard areas identified by the 
Committee; 

• identify emergency response shortfalls and make recommendations for 
implementing corrective actions to be taken; 

• coordinate with the Westchester County OEM to conduct periodic exercises and 
drills to evaluate the Village’s capabilities and preparedness, including a full scale 
operational exercise that tests a major portion of the elements and responsibilities 
in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan, 
and regular drills to test readiness of warning and communication equipment; 

• provide education on hazards to the young adult and adult residents in the Village, 
make the public aware of existing hazards in the Village, and familiarize the public 
with the kind of protective measures that the Village has developed to respond to 
any emergency arising from the hazard; and this education will cover all significant 
hazards, be available free of charge, and be provided through the school district, 
public forums as deemed necessary by the Committee, and the distribution of 
essential information through the Village website, Facebook page, email, 
pamphlets, fliers, and other materials developed by local, county, state, and federal 
emergency agencies. 

 
Mayor Picinich noted that Deputy Mayor Abzun also felt that the Hospital would 

be an appropriate member to this committee as it begins to form.  
 

Trustee Patiño stated that as a Trustee she would like to participate in 
something like this as it works closely with the initiatives that the Community Resource 
Officer (CRO) is also working on.  

 
There was some discussion regarding the membership of the proposed 

committee and roles for participation.  
 

All in favor: 
 Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

 
f. Resolution Authorizing the Village Manager to sign NYSDOT Right-of-Way 

 

Mr. Singleton explained that what the New York State Department of Transportation 
(NYSDOT) is looking to do is to add a crosswalk outside of Icehouse Road, which is currently 
in the right-of-way of Mount Kisco.   

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun to 
authorize the Village Manager to sign the DOT Right-of-Way agreement as outlined; all in 
favor: 
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Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

 
8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun to 

pay the bills as submitted on November 4, 2022 for the months of September and October 
2022 as follows: 
 

General Fund      $    306,632.21 
Water Fund      $      83,065.73 
Sewer Fund      $    128,360.67 
Library Fund      $      14,782.33 
Capital Fund      $     428,628.56 
Trust Fund      $      23,374.26 
LOSAP Fund      $    500.00 

      TOTAL   $    985,342.76 
  

All in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
     
 

9) Minutes-  
a. VB Regular Meeting – 9.8.2022 

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

accept the minutes for September 8, 2022 as submitted; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

b. VB Regular Meeting – 9.19.2022 
 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
accept the minutes for September 19, 2022 as submitted; all in favor: 
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Motion Adopted 
    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

c. VB Regular Meeting – 10.3.2022 
 

A motion was made Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
accept the minutes for October 3, 2022 as submitted; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
    Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
    Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

 
10) Non-Local Business - None 

 
11)  Public Comment:  

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 

Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605  
 

 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

regular meeting at 9:34 pm.  
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
       Edward W. Brancati 
       Village Manager 
 
/lh 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605

